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EDT 598 Sec 7371 - Foundations of Dis-
tance Education - online
EDT 598 Sec 28483 - Teaching and 
Learning in Virtual Worlds - online
EDT 598 Sec 6411 - Social U Learning - 
Tue 5 - 7 Guilford   

Apple No! 
FileMaker/Bento YES!

Due to a change in Apple Edu-
cational licensing, ACTEM is 
no longer a reseller for Apple. 

ACTEM continues to offer special pric-
ing on FileMaker ($119 for FileMaker 
10 including maintenance) and Bento 
(single, 5 pack, and licenses beginning 
at qty 10). The Bento Site License is no 
longer available from ACTEM. 

Tyler’s Senegal 
Mission Trip
Editors Note: Two days after serving as 
Recording Secretary at the September 
ACTEM meeting, Westbrook Tech. Direc-
tor Tyler Dunphy left for Africa to spend 
nearly two weeks on a church mission trip. 
We asked him to share his experiences with 
our newsletter readers.

This September I was blessed with 
the opportunity to travel to Sen-
egal, Africa as part of a mission 

team from the Windham Baptist Church.  
Our group of seven went to support a 
Christian camp program for children 
and young adults and to gain a better 
understanding of missionary work from 
a young couple and their three children 
who are part of a mission team in Kaf-
frine, Senegal working with the Wolof 
people.
	 While there, we worked to repair 
one of the structures on the camp that 
had been left uninhabited for over five 
years.  We replaced the water main as 
the old well had become contaminated 
with sea water.  We also replaced the 
plumbing, painted and cleaned the 
structure so it could be used by future 
teams to support the camp program.
	 We had an incredible opportunity 
to travel to a local village, visit with the 

elders and the chief of the village and 
share a meal with our host.  Community 
is a significant and critical part of the 
Wolof culture and we were invited into 
their commu-
nity as guests.
	 Finally, 
we spent four 
days as part 
of the camp. 
There were 
over sixty 
children and 
young adults 
from the re-
gion attending.  
We attended 
the services, 
shared in Wolof and French worship 
songs, played soccer and swam in the 
Atlantic. It is amazing to see how much 
can be communicated without language 
as we did not speak Wolof nor did 
anyone in our group know very much 
French. The children were much better 
with English and with a lot of gestures, 

some broken English and a great deal of 
laughter we could figure out what we 
meant.
	 This was an incredible chance to 

serve and I look 
forward to the 
opportunity 
again in the fu-
ture.  If anyone 
is interested in 
hearing more, 
drop me a note 
at tyler.dun-
phy@gmail.
com 
   
Top: Campers 
and staff at the 

Christian camp. Tyler is back row, 2nd from 
right.  Middle: Tyler Dunphy (2nd from 
right) joins fellow missionaries and villag-
ers on a structure that is a meeting place 
for men in the village, “their version of the 
local watering hole.Bottom: Campers bring 
gift boxes to village  children after a game of 
soccer.



Take the MARVEL! 
Challenge

ACTEM encourages teachers, 
integrators and librarians to 
continue to sign up for the 

MARVEL! Challenge at www.actem.
org. The MARVEL! Challenge is a two 
part educational adventure consisting 
of a Scavenger Hunt, and a Lesson Plan 
grant. Maine educators can participate in 
either or both, and be eligible for amaz-
ing cash prizes and the grand prize of 
a digital whiteboard of their choice for 
their classroom!  
 
The MARVEL! Chal-
lenge Scavenger Hunt

ACTEM is excited to partner 
with the Maine State Library on 
this initiative. Peggy O’Kane, 

Coordinator of Reference and Research 
Services, has enlisted the help of school 
librarians to craft the three grade-level-
specific scavenger hunts. 
 	 The hunts will contain 10 to 15 
questions designed to highlight the 

breadth of MARVEL! resources from 
local newspaper archives, to global 
encyclopedias, to subject specific data-
bases. “We hope that this fun and ac-
cessible project can increase awareness 
and use of this amazing, free, statewide 
resource,” O”Kane noted.
 	 In December all registrants will be 
directed to the Scavenger Hunt launch 
sites. It’s important to register so that 
we know how many Maine students 
and teachers are accessing this valuable 
resource. We also use your registration 
to enter you into prize drawings.  
 

The MARVEL! Challenge 
Lesson Plan Grant

ACTEM will give $400 awards to 
up to three teachers that submit 
lesson plans which are engag-

ing, relevant, and easy to replicate in 
other Maine classrooms.
 	  “We are looking for plans that are 
imbued with technology, not merely 
MARVEL! specific lessons,” explains 
Andy Wallace, ACTEM Treasurer. “The 
winning lesson plans will introduce or 
reinforce important twenty first century 
skills such as information literacy, suc-
cessful search strategies, and collabora-
tion.”
	 The three winning teachers will also 
be given a full MaineEd Conference reg-
istration and invited to share their lessons 
at our conference in October 2010.
 	 The Scavenger Hunts will remain 
open through mid January, and the les-
son plans will be judged in February. 
So please, continue to register at www.
actem.org and get ready to take the 
MARVEL! Challenge!  
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Association of Computer
Technology Educators of Maine

ACTEM Business Meeting
Monday, December 14 

(inclement weather, check actem.org).
Augusta Cross Office Building

9AM - noon. Distance learning sites TBD
All welcome. Lunch for members


